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A Study on the Principle of
Effective Christian Education
- centered on 1 Thessalonians 1:5-7-
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Abstract

A Study on the Principle of Effective
Christian Education
centered on 1 Thessalonians 1:5-7

by Prof.Dr. Young Hvo Im

1 Thessalonians 1:5 shows the principle of effective Christian education
that is always best in every culture and situation. It was testified and confirmed
by Apostle Paul  cross-cultural missionary work. Roy B. Zuck says as follows:
“Every teacher should so Yive and teach that he can testify as did the Apostle
Paul concerning his ministry among the Thessalonians: 'Our Gospel came to
you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit, and with
deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake’ (1Thes,
1:5). This verse outlines the pattern that every teacher should follow in his
teaching ministry. The teacher' s content( ‘our Gospel, the word), the teacher’ s
commmunication( ‘with power, ‘with the Holy Spiit, ‘with deep conviction' )
and the teacher’ s conduct({ how we lived among you' ) are all important. What
a teacher teaches, how he teaches, and how he lived should harmonize to make

his ministry spiritual and dynamic.”

First, effective Christian education requires that the content should be
Gospel, that is, the word of God. The sitmple identification of their message as
“our Gospel” expresses Paul s deep conviction that the message of Christianity

was truly a message of Good news and they had personally accepied as the

trath of salvaton. Therefore, Christians teachers should know the Gospel, that
is, the whole will of God rightly. H. L. Menken has properly stated when he
said that “a man who knows a subject throughly, a man so soaked in it that he
eats it, sleeps it and dreams ii-this man can always teach it with success, no

matter how little he knows of technical pedagogy.”

Second, effective Christian education requires that there should be a

meaningful communication. To deliver the word of God effectively there

- should be three elements, that is, power, the Holy Spirit, and deep conviction.
> Being placed between the power and the deep conviction, the Holy Spirit was
* the agent who empowered the message and worked the assurance in the
messengers. So, This verse testifies that the efficacy of the word of God
depends on the Holy Spirit s work. Ronald S. Wallace states that “the Word of
God can have no efficacy unless at the sarne time the Holy Spirit works in the
hearts if the hearers, creating faith and making men’ s minds open to receive the
Word.”

Third, effective Christian education requires that teachers conduct

should be manifestly consistent with the Gospel which they teach. In this verse,
' Paul asked the Thessalonians to recall "how we lived among you for your
- sake.” Paul and other fellow workers well known that “a message designed to
: change its hearer ‘s lives would lack all effectiveness if the preachers’ conduct
-was manifestly inconsistent with it.” As Benson has reminded Christian
“teachers, “The example of a consistent Christian life counts more toward
helping others reach a higher standard any amount of instruction.” Thus, the
: Apostle Paul advised his disciple Timothy as follows: “Watch your life and

doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both

yourself and your hearers” (1Tim. 4:16). This third element testifies that among
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three models of leamning, non-formal learning is very inportant and significant
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In conclusion, 1 Thess 1: 6-7 shows us that the ultimate purpose of
Christian education is to mature every Christian in Jesus Christ. Therefore, it

should be said that the ultimate purpose of Christian education is also to make

mature disciples of Jesus among all nations for world evangelization(Matt

28:19-20).
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3) Ibid., p. 67.
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13) Ibid., p. 41.
14) Jim Wilhoit and Leland Ryken, op. ¢it., pp. 69-71.
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15) F. F. Bruce v 271915 0] 7hal U2 g4io 2 B9 William Hendriksen®}
Leon Monis= AL vl Hdo] 7180 H7 2408 on)sle Ao 2 M@eHHE F,
Bruce, /&2 Thessalonians, Word Biblical Commentary, 1982, p. 14; William
Hendriksen, Exposition of 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1955, p, 51.; Leon Morris, The New
International Commentary On the New Testament: The First And Second Episties To The
Thessalonians, 1959, p. 57).

16) James Denney, “The Epistles to the Thessalonians,” in An Exposition of the Bible, Val. 6,
(Hartford, Conn.: The S. 8. Scranton, 1903}, p. 321.
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17) Perry G. Downs, p. cit,, pp. 226-227.
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i8) F. F. Bruce, /&2 Thessalonians, Word Biblical Commentary vol. 45, (Waco, Texas:
Word Books, Publisher, 1982), . 15.
19) Clarence E. Benson, The Christian Teacher, {Chicago: Moody Press, 1950), p. 50.
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